


From the 22-24 of January, Honorable Shri LK Advaniji came home to Parmarth
Niketan with his wife, Smt. Kamalaji, daughter, Pratibhaji and friend Shri Sudheendra
Kulkarniji.  Having come for new year’s of 2007, he decided to come and spend a
few days on the holy banks of Mother Ganga, engaged in prayer, meditation and
contemplation.  Shri Advaniji’s commitment to the land of India and to the people is
unparalleled. He is a man whose heart beats only for the country and even at the
age of 80, he is fully committed to serving the nation. His vision for India is truly
beautiful.

Hon. Shri Advaniji, the Hon. Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand, Shri Khanduriji and Shri Advaniji’s

family perform yagna with Pujya Swamiji

Hon. Shri Advaniji and Dr. Ramesh Pokharialji, the
Hon. Health Minister perform Ganga aarti

Sitting with Pujya Swamiji in the jhopri

Pujya Swamiji blesses Hon. Shri Advaniji



During his time at the ashram he performed the sacred Ganga yagna and aarti, as well as
spent time with Pujya Swamiji in His jhopri (hut). Also, he enjoyed feeding lunch to the divine
rishikumars of the Parmarth Gurukul.

We also had a special screening of the fabulous movie, Hanuman, made by Shri Advaniji’s
daughter, Pratibhaji. Pratibhaji creates beautiful, inspiring and uplifting movies based on a
variety of spiritual subjects and divine manifestations. The rishikumars had previously viewed
her movie on Lord Shiva and now had the great opportunity to see the movie on Hanuman.

Also, the rishikumars put on their beautiful performance of Krishna Lila. Shri Advaniji, as
well as the Honorable Chief Minister of Uttarakhand Shri B.C. Khanduriji, the Honorable
Health Minister, Dr. Ramesh Pokharialji and all the other guests were delighted and so im-
pressed to see the beautfiul drama by the rishikumars.

Pujya Swamiji blesses Hon. Shri Advaniji and his
divine wife Smt. Kamalaji

Shri Advaniji and family perform yagna
with Pujya Swamiji

Shri Advaniji gives a beautiful talk after Aarti Having breakfast in Pujya Swamiji’s room



One of the evenings, the rishikumars put
on their divine performance of Radha
Krishna Leela for Hon. Shri Advaniji, his
family, the Hon. Chief Minister Major
Khanduriji, the Hon. Health Minister Hon.
Dr. Ramesh Pokharialji and all the other
guests.  Everyonewas so impressed with
the divine performance, especially that of
the divine Radha.  No one could believe
“she” was played by Rishi Puneet!

Above: Watching the performance
Below: Pujya Swamiji gives a special, divine

image of the Lord to Hon. Shri Advaniji



December 16 - 20: Brandon
Bayes, the internationally fa-
mous writer, speaker and
founder of "The Journey"
brought a group of approxi-
mately 100 Journey practitio-
ners/teachers to Parmarth
Niketan.  They had 4 days of
meditation, talks and intensive
"Journey" programs.  They also
had the great opportunity to
have satsang and question-
answer with Pujya Swamiji.
Everyone's hearts, minds and
souls were truly touched,
opened and uplifted.

Following the satsang there
was a beautiful yagna where
Sadhvi Abha and Sadhvi
Bhagwati led them through a
meditation of releasing all the
negativity into the divine fire,
accompanied by the sounds of
sacred mantras.

Performing Ganga Aarti Brandon and her husband receive
blessings from Pujya Swamiji and

Pujya Swami Hansdasji

Sitting in the Yagna

Brandon bows to Pujya Swamiji

Having Satsang with
Pujya Swamiji

Listening to Pujya Swamiji’s
satsang

Performing final offering in yagna



On the 12 January, His Excellency the Honorable Governor of Uttarakhand,
Honorable Shri B.L. Joshiji came home to Parmarth Niketan Ashram. Pujya
Swamiji and Shri Joshiji had been together at a program in honor of H.E. The
honorable Vice President of India, Shri Bhairon Singh Shekhawat in October,
2006 hosted by the late respected Dr. LM Singhviji.  Honorable Shri Joshiji had
been planning his visit home to Parmarth since taking office in the end of
October 2007. It was wonderful to have him at home; he and Pujya Swamiji
discussed numerous projects for the betterment and upliftment of Uttarakhand.

Discussing divine projects for Uttarakhand Lunch in Pujya Swamiji’s garden



The Honorable Governor also
stayed for the divine evening
Ganga yagna and aarti cer-
emony which he said was
truly beautiful (he returned for
this on the concluding day of
the International Yoga Festi-
val on March 7 -- see next
newsletter for details).

Pujya Swamiji also blessed
him and his divine wife with
a special, sacred shawl and
prayed that God may bestow
great health and strength
upon him to continue his ex-
cellent dedicated seva for
Uttarakhand and Mother In-
dia

Divine Ganga Aarti Divine Ganga Aarti

Pujya Swamiji’s blesses Hon. Governor and
Hon. Lady Governor with a special shawl



January 2: Parmarth Niketan hosted
a special concert by the renowned and
beloved bhajan/ kirtan singer Krishna
Das, devotee of Pujya Neem Karoli
Babaji. The concert was in honor of a
beautiful cancer hospice project be-
ing started by a beautiful renunciant
living in the mountains, Pujya Naini
Ma.

The concert was a beautiful success
and it was wonderful to have them all
stay for the divine Ganga Aarti after
the program.

Pujya Swamiji with Krishna Dasji



January 26:  On the special day of
Republic Day, after hoisting the flag
at Parmarth Niketan, Pujya Swamiji
went to the village of Veerpur where
we have our other gurukul & organic
gardens. We distributed clothes and
gifts at the local schools and cel-
ebrated Republic day with the village
children.



December 2: The Hindu Heritage Pratishtan Group of nearly 150 students from
dozens of countries came to Parmarth for the Ganga Aarti. It is an annual program
organized to give international students, studying in Delhi, the opportunity to fully
experience Indian spiritual culture and heritage. After the Aarti they had a lecture
and question-answer session with Sadhvi Bhagwati.

January 1: As the dawn of the new year rose over the Himalayas and began to cast
rays of light on the waters of Mother Ganga, a special puja was held here at Parmarth
Niketan. Prayers were said for world peace and that 2008 may bring health, happi-
ness, peace and prosperity to as many lives as possible.



Every month innumerable people and families come to Parmarth
to perform sacred rites ceremonies, primarily mundan ceremony
(the first hair cut) and the final ash immersion puja. People also
come for the auspicious and beautiful events of marriage, sacred
thread ceremony and other rites of passage. To see the way these
events are performed at Parmarth  please see:
www.parmarth.com/sanskaras.html.

Further, so many people come to Parmarth filled with the desire to
perform some kind of selfless seva (service) for the divine
rishikumars of our gurukul, or the poor, wandering sadhus, or the
children in our free schools or innumerable other projects.   It is
impossible to list here all those who come to perform sacred
sanskaras (sacred rites) or seva, but following is a small sample of
those who have come during this time period, with an emphasis
on those who have traveled thousands of miles away to perform
these ceremonies or celebrate these special events on the holy
banks of Mother Ganga.



Free surgery is performed

Aftercare in the clinic

Inaugural lamp is lit
Hon. Health Minister gives
a shawl to Dr. Purnima Roy

Hon. Health Minister gives a
shawl to Dr. Ravi Kaushal

Pujya Swamiji gives a gift to
Dr. Purnima Roy

Dr. Radha and Dr. Alka check ears

Inaugural Lamp is lit at Ganga Aarti



Mundan being performed Pujya Swamiji blesses
Simrin with OM on her head







Pujya Swamiji with the President of Israel, Shimon  Peres
and Rabbi David Rosen

From February 17 –
February 21, Hindu
saints from India visited
Israel, at the invitation of
the Israeli foreign
ministry, the American
Jewish Association, the
World Council of
Religious Leaders and
the Chief Rabbinate of
Israel.

H.H. Pujya Swami
Avdheshanand Giriji
(Acharya Mahamandal-
eshwar, Juna Akhara)
H.H. Pujya Swami
P a r a m a t m a n a n d j i
(Secretary, Hindu Dharma Acharya Sabha),
H.H. Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatiji
(President and Spiritual Head, Parmarth
Niketan, Rishikesh), H.H. Pujya Swami
Madhav Priya Dasji (Swaminarayan
sampradhaya) traveled, along with other
revered saints and mahamandaleshwars and
an eminent team of Hindu scholars to
Jerusalem and Haifa where they met with the
Chief Rabbis of Israel, the President of Israel,
members of the foreign ministry, the major of
Haifa and many other respected rabbis, local
dignitaries and government officials. It was
a beautiful meeting of two ancient, non-
proselytizing, non-converting religions who

shared their beliefs,
their traditions and
their ideals with each
other, finding much
common ground
between the two
ancient traditions.
Pujya Swami Daya-
nandaji was also
scheduled to play a
major role in the
event; however,
unfortunately he was
unable to attend . His
presence was greatly
missed.
The program began
in Jerusalem on the

evening of the 17th February, and the day of
the 18th was spent in discussion between the
Hindu leaders and Jewish leaders at the Mt.
Zion hotel in Jerusalem. Important issues such
as idol worship, calendars, the meaning of the
swastika and many others were discussed
with great understanding and mutual respect.
In the evening, they were guests at the Israeli
Parliament where they met the Honorable
Prime Minister as well as members of the
foreign ministry, and also received a special
welcome by the Israeli Parliament in session.

On the 19th February, the Hindu leaders were
taken to see the Holocaust museum, the



Pujya Swamiji with the President of Israel,
Shimon  Peres and Shri Bawa Jain

Pujya Swamiji with the Chief Rabbi of
Israel, Yona Metzger

Pujya Swamiji & Pujya Swami
Madhavpriyadasji with the Druze leaders

Pujya Swamiji shares His thoughts
at the summit

wailing wall (Western wall), the Old City and
other sites of cultural and historical significance.
A special wreath was laid by them in the
“Rememberance Hall” of the Holocaust museum.

Following the tour, they had a beautiful meeting
with His Excellency the President of Israel.   In
the evening they were hosted for a special dinner
by the American Jewish Committee, headed by
Rabbi David Rosen. On the 20th February, they
traveled to Haifa where they met with local
communities of other religions in Israel, including
the Druze and the Bahai’i as well as local
Christian and Muslim leaders.  Further, they had
a wonderful meeting and reception hosted by the
Mayor of Haifa. The final dinner was hosted by
the President of Haifa University.  



Jerusalem The Mayor of Haifa presents a
special book to Pujya Swamiji

Old City of Jerusalem

Leaders of the Druze Community in Haifa Pujya Swamiji & Pujya
Swami Avdheshanandji

With local children in front
of Haifa Mayor’s office



Pujya Swamiji, Pujya Swami
Madhavpriyadasji & Rabbi David Rosen

Pujya Swamiji chants a sacred mantra for the President of Israel

Wall of the Old City in the snow!

Pujya Swamiji leads a sacred prayer for the
victims of the Holocaust in the

Rememberance Hall

Praying in the Rememberance Hall
of the Holocaust Museum.



At Omkareshwar on the banks of the Narmada

At Omkareshwar on the banks of the Narmada

Pujya Swamiji & Pujya Swami Pragyananandji

Pujya Swamiji & Pujya Swami Avdheshanand Giriji

Pujya Swamiji with Pujya Swami Avdheshanand
Giriji, Pujya Swami Hansdasji and other saints at the

yagna function in Indore



At Omkareshwar on the banks of the Narmada

Pujya Swamiji & Pujya Swami Pragyananandji

Pujya Swamiji being felicitated at Bilwara function

International Maheshwari Samaj at Bilwara function

Pujya Swamiji blesses Smt. Sumitra Pandit for her
great seva for the girls of Rajasthan



Pujya Swamiji in
Haifa, Israel, on the
banks of the
Mediterranean Sea,
looking out at the
border between
Israel and Lebanon


